
 

 

Job Descript ion 
 
 
Job Tit le:  M32 Project Manager 
Department:  Boatyard 
Location:  Race HQ, Alicante, Spain. Race-time: travelling to each Host City 
Reports to:  Chief Technical Development Officer / Race Director 
Contract term: Sept 2017 – June 2018  
 
 
 
Job Context 
 
The Volvo Ocean Race is often described as the longest and toughest professional sporting event in the world, 
sailing’s premier round-the-world race – and as one of the sport’s Big Three events, along with the Olympics and 
America’s Cup. 
 
To truly understand the race, though, it’s better to think of it in terms thousands of sailors who have taken part over the 
years will recognise immediately. 
 
Put simply, the Volvo Ocean Race is an obsession. 
 
For over 40 years, the race has exercised an almost mythical hold over some of the greatest ever sailors – many of 
whom have dedicated years, decades even, in trying to win it. 
 
It began life in 1973 as the Whitbread Round the World Race and to this day it remains sailing’s toughest race to run 
and the ultimate test of a team in professional sport. 
 
The 2017-18 edition will start in Alicante, Spain in October and finish at the end of June in The Hague. The competing 
teams will cover 45,000 nautical miles around the world, stopping at a total of 12 landmark Host Cities.  The Race 
provides a unique experience for over 70,000 VIP guests and entertainment for over 2m public visitors. The next 
edition of the Race will include a fleet of M32 catamarans in most Host Cities enhancing both the on-the-water guest 
experience and the public spectacle. 
 
 
 
Role Descript ion 
 
The role of M32 Project Manager is to manage the operations of the fleet of M32 yachts within the scope of the VOR. 
You will work closely with the specialists in the VOR management team who will support you in the functions, which 
require their area of expertise, such as logistics, guest experience, and race management. 
 
 Primary duties including but not limited to the following areas: 
 
Pre-Race period: 
• Write protocols for VOR/Team usage of the boats during the race.. 
• Write an operational requirement protocol that is matched to a rights and benefits package for the Host Cities 

providing extra facilities to accommodate the M32 operations. 
• Work with the VOR Commercial players and Operations Head of Host City on the commercial opportunities for 

Host City and Delivery partner managed events.  



 

• Identify the Host Cities where it is possible to host events the weekend before the main events week at the VOR 
stopovers. Liaise with the Host Cities, via the Head of Host City, to offer and customize events and set the level of 
technical and on the water support that is required, and the associated costs 

 
Race period: 
• Operational management of the M32 fleet both on and off the water 
• Provide the principal point of contact for all M32 stakeholders 
• Technical Management with the support of the boat captains to include full build and pack up of M32’s at each 

stopover 
• Work closely with the Guest On-Board Manager to assist planning and delivering the M32 Catamaran Guest On-

Board Program 
• Undertake regular inspections and manage the maintenance and repair program, to keep the boats in peak 

condition 
• Management of a team of boat captains 
• Provide round the clock support during event time in the occurrence of technical difficulties with the M32’s 
• Manage the logistics of the build, launch, and pack down 
• Lead the on-water M32 safety protocol 
• Assist Race Management team with M32 on-water operations 
• Liaise with suppliers in terms of equipment and branding 
• Any other task reasonably requested 
 
 
 
Knowledge, Ski l ls and Experience Required 
 
The ideal candidate will possess the following: 
 
• Previous fleet/yacht management experience 
• Technical knowledge of the M32 (or similar) and their operation 
• Excellent communication and diplomacy skills, able to communicate effectively at all levels (dealing with VIP’s, 

stakeholders and colleagues) 
• Strong organizational skills 
• Effective problem solving and multi-tasking abilities 
• Flexible, committed and with a positive attitude 
• Good sense of humor 
• Sports motivated/driven 
• Willingness to travel extensively during the Race 
• Fluent in spoken and written English. Proficiency in other languages will be beneficial 
 
 
 
Requirements to apply:  
• EU national or ability to acquire necessary EU working permits. 
• Fluent in spoken and written English. Proficiency in other languages will be beneficial 
• Your CV/resume must be in English, and confirm your nationality/work permit status. 
• Email your application to careers@volvooceanrace.com   
 


